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Get Involved with your School’s Action Team 

The Alvin ISD BOOK BUS  
coming to your neighborhood this summer 
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As the school year winds down, our teachers and 

staff continue to find ways to ensure that students 

reach their maximum potential. In Alvin ISD our 

goal is to provide avenues that allow our parents 

to get involved in the educational process of each 

of our students. Parent involvement is critical to 

student achievement, which is why we encourage 

our parents to stop by our campuses, get to know 

our teachers and staff, and discover ways to help our students 

reach success daily by engaging them. One engagement tool that 

we are proud to unveil is our newest initiative, the Book Bus. 

The Book Bus will give students and parents access to literacy 

opportunities, right in their local neighborhoods, during the 

summer months. Be sure to take advantage of all that Alvin ISD 

has to offer our students and parents. This is your district, and 

we are working daily to ensure that we continue to provide ex-

cellent educational experiences that will make each child's goals 

become achievable. 

Dr. Buck Gilcrease 

Superintendent 

http://www.alvinisd.net/site/Default.aspx?PageID=20817
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A new Alvin ISD project will bring lit-

eracy and other learning opportunities 

directly to the neighborhoods of stu-

dents and families this summer through 

a reading bus program called The Alvin 

ISD Book Bus. The Book Bus will pro-

vide reading resources to students and 

their families who may not have access 

to literacy opportunities at home, and 

those who may not have transportation 

to public or school libraries during the 

summer. 

The name, Book Bus, was chosen from 

suggestions and voting by students from 

across the school district.  

“We expect the learning opportunities 

provided through the Book Bus will 

help close the achievement gap that 

sometimes results from summer reading 

loss. In addition, the program will ena-

ble educators to continue building rela-

tionships with students and families by 

bringing fun reading activities directly 

to them,” said Alvin ISD Family En-

gagement Coordinator, Ana Pasarella.  

The Alvin ISD Education Foundation has partnered with the district by donating $10,000 to help fund the project. Many of the 

Alvin ISD Education Foundation board members have been actively involved in the 

project and various Alvin ISD departments have joined efforts to make the program a 

reality. The Transportation Department provided an unused bus for the program, 

helped design the remodeling of the bus and suggested other mechanical and tech-

nical accommodations necessary. 

The renovation of the bus is being done by students in the Career and Technical Edu-

cation (CTE) programs including the Construction Program, the Auto-Tech Program, 

and the Welding Program.  

“We are excited about the learning opportunities the Book Bus project is providing to 

the CTE students. By working on the renovation of the bus, the students are being 

offered real life experiences.  The teachers say this partnership will be beneficial for 

the students and are positive that the work will be done in a professional manner. We 

can’t wait to see the end result,” said Christina Rice, CTE director. 

Alvin ISD librarians are also collaborating with the project. The library department 

will be key in ensuring that the  program has a variety of books that will be appealing 

to students, and that will spark their interest to “get on the bus” when the Book Bus is 

in their neighborhood.  

There will be a district-wide book drive from April 11-29. Families and community 

members will be able to donate gently used books at every school and at the Tommy 

King Administration Building, as well as at the local public libraries.  

For more information about the Book Bus, contact Ana Pasarella at                                 

apasarella@alvinisd.net or at (281)245-2658  

District’s Family Engagement Coordinator , Ana Pasarella, receives a  $10,000 donation from the 

Alvin ISD Education Foundation to kick off the mobile library  bus program 

A program funded by the Alvin ISD Education Foundation 

mailto:apasarella@alvinisd.net
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Alvin Primary Implements the School-Wide Program 

“Backpack Buddy” to Promote Writing 

Story and picture by 

With the goal of increasing student writing,  

the Action Team for Family Engagement at 

Alvin Primary came up with the idea of im-

plementing a  school-wide program called 

“Backpack Buddy.” The purpose of this pro-

gram is to help the young students under-

stand that writing is used to convey thoughts, 

opinions, and ideas.  

At the end of each school week one student 

from every classroom in the school takes 

home a backpack containing a stuffed animal 

or doll and a journal, and they are encour-

aged to write about their weekend adven-

tures with their “Buddy.” 

“We want our students to understand that 

they can use real life events to write and to share with others,” said the school assistant principal, Erin 

Nance. 

Wilder Elementary recently held an International Family 

Night. Many families volunteered to set up booths that 

showcased their culture, even serving samples of tradition-

al foods. The night was rounded out with a fashion show 

with students representing their country and with a variety 

of performers such as Chinese Lion Dancers, Greek Danc-

ers, Mariachi Band, and Polynesian and Bollywood Danc-

ing. 

“I was so 

moved by 

the array of 

the various 

cultures that 

we have 

represented 

here on our 

campus, and 

I am so 

proud to serve this school community,” said the school 

principal, Aeniqua Flowers.  

WILDER ELEMENTARY 

CELEBRATES DIVERSITY 

Students and parent were able to enjoy this night 

sharing their cultures and traditions.  
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For the second year in a row, on March 11, Stanton’s Groceries opened its doors to 

the children and families of Alvin Elementary. Once again, the school and the local 

grocery store joined efforts to offer a unique family night filled with engaging, and 

fun opportunities for students to apply the academic learning occurring in the 

schools to the real world.  

“This year was different from last year because we were able to include literacy 

stations throughout the grocery store along with the Math and Science stations from 

last year. Overall, I feel that having our academic night at Stanton’s gives students 

and their families an authentic connection between their academics and every day 

routines. It gives meaning to the curriculum that students are taught throughout the 

year,” said Alvin Elementary 5th grade teacher, Amy Hasse-Davidson. 

The school’s administrators along with the teachers, and the school mascot, greeted 

students and their families as they arrived to the store. Students from 3rd through 

5th grade were handed a map of the store and then directed to different aisles to 

receive their grade level Math and Science scavenger hunt activities.  

Teachers were also located throughout the store to help students and parents who 

needed assistance with reading the questions or completing the activities for all 

grade levels  

“I loved hosting one of the tables at the Stanton’s Night. The kids were having so 

much fun at the scavenger hunt, they didn’t even realize how much math, reading 

and science that they were doing. We had a great turn out, and a lot of excited 

kiddos,” said Laura Chaffin, 4th grade math and science teacher.  

When asked what he thought about the unique family night, 5th grader, Zachary 

Shafer, said that it was very fun, exciting and challenging. He said that his favorite 

activities were the language arts activities. “I saw my classroom work throughout 

the grocery store,” added Zachary. 

“We could not thank the Stanton family enough for their support in helping make 

these experiences possible the last two years for Alvin Elementary and the commu-

nity,” commented Hasse-Davidson.  

Alvin Elementary and Savannah Lakes Elementary take 
their Family Academic Nights out into the community 

Following the steps of Alvin Elementary, on March 23, Savannah 

Lakes Elementary invited students and their families to a one of a 

kind Family Math Night held at the Pearland HEB Plus. 

The school’s math interventionist, Laura Peterson, presented the idea 

for this unique family night to Caroline Cisneros, HEB Community 

Coordinator. Cisneros saw this as an opportunity for HEB to show 

their support to local schools by hosting the night at the store, while 

providing real life opportunities for the Savannah Lakes students to 

apply what they are learning in their classrooms.  

During the first hour of the HEB Family Math Night, more than 80 

parents had already signed in, and were traveling with their children 

through the aisles of the store to help them solve grade appropriated 

math problems, while browsing HEB brand products. 

“We had an amazing night of learning at our HEB Family Math 

Night. Students, parents, and teachers were excited and engaged in a 

variety of interactive hands-on math activities throughout the evening. 

The students were very excited to see their friends and teachers as 

they entered through the front doors of HEB,” said the school princi-

pal, Elizabeth Sassin.  

At the end of the night, a total of more than 500 parents, students, and 

teachers had attended the Family Math Night, and it was evident by 

the smile on the students’ faces that the event was a success.  

“All of the staff at SLE played a part in making this event successful. 

I am happy to work for a principal who trusts her staff, builds solid 

relationships with her students and parents, and doesn't mind jumping 

in the trenches with us to really make things work,” said Peterson.  

Savannah Lakes Elementary and Alvin ISD are thankful for the sup-

port of community partners, such as HEB Plus, who go above and 

beyond to help provide outstanding educational opportunities to local 

students.  
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On Tuesday, March 1, 2016, students, staff, 

parents, and community members joined the 

Alvin ISD Board of Trustees, as they dedicat-

ed the newly renovated Alvin Junior High 

campus. The evening consisted of the Alvin 

Junior High band playing the national an-

them, followed by welcome and greetings 

from Superintendent of Schools, Dr. Buck 

Gilcrease, Alvin Junior High Principal, Trent 

Thrasher, and Alvin ISD Board of Trustees 

President, Cheryl Harris. The Alvin Junior 

High girl’s choir performed and a special vid-

eo was shown cataloguing the history and 

revitalization of Alvin Junior High.  

After the conclusion of the dedication, parents 

and community members were encouraged to 

take a student-led tour of the newly renovated 

campus. 

The evening concluded with a Family Literacy Night where parents were encouraged to engage in multiple sessions such as 6 th, 7th, 

and 8th grade reading and 7th grade writing. The sessions were conducted in both English and Spanish. 

“Combining the Dedication and Family Literacy Night really helped bring the community and school together,” said Trent Thrasher, 

Alvin Junior High Principal. “The students were excited to show the community our new, state-of-the-art campus, the community 

was thrilled to see such a wonderful school rich with history get the makeover it deserved, and the parents were thankful for the ses-

sions where they learned tips on how to help prepare their students for the upcoming STAAR exams.”  he added.  

Alvin Junior High Hosts Dedication and                     

Family Literacy Night 

Walt Disney Wildcats Celebrated Dr. Seuss’ 

Birthday with a Read Across America Event 

On Friday, March 11th, parents, district administrators, and community 

members joined together to visit classrooms and share their love of reading 

with students and teachers at Walt Disney Elementary. Students from all 

grade levels enjoyed the readings from all of the celebrity visitors. 

Alvin ISD Assistant  Superintendent of Pro-
fessional Learning and Student & Communi-
ty Engagement, Daniel Combs, sharing his 

favorite book with the Wildcats 

The Alvin Junior High girl’s choir 
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For the past three months, over 200 volunteers consist-

ing of adults, coaches, and students from various Alvin 

ISD campuses, have spent many Saturday mornings 

working to rehabilitate the Alvin ISD Nature and Sci-

ence Learning Center behind Hood-Case Elementary. 

Michael Biasini, Fundamentals Teacher at Harby Jun-

ior High, has been heading up this massive effort. 

This year, the Nature and Science Learning Center is 

being renewed with the goal of using it for various 

teaching opportunities that will benefit all the students 

at Alvin ISD. The rehabilitation committee is working 

hard to have the garden included in the Alvin Garden 

Tour on April 23. 

Since Biasini took over this project, he has received the 

unconditional support of Keep Alvin Beautiful as well 

as the Alvin ISD director of maintenance, David Bol-

ton, and his entire department.  

“We are so glad to be able to work with Mr. Biasini as 

well as many other Alvin ISD teachers, coaches and 

students, to get this Nature Center up and running,” 

commented Alice Sloan from Keep Alvin Beautiful.  

The Alvin ISD Nature and Science Learning project 

includes a greenhouse with a large group instruction room, aquaponics and hydroponics centers, a butterfly garden, a pond 

with ducks and other animals for students to observe, birdhouses representing each school in the district, a rainwater collec-

tion tower, a walking trail, and a vegetable garden among many other learning opportunities for all the students in the district. 

Alvin Volunteers worked together to     
Revitalize the Alvin ISD Nature and       

Science Learning Center 

Pictured:  Students and community volunteers working together to revitalize the Na-

ture Center 

For the past two months,  Longfellow Elemen-

tary has had the opportunity to partner with 

some of the local Alvin Community College 

students. Every other Wednesday, different 

ACC students go to Longfellow  to volunteer 

their time to help during the school-wide pro-

gram“ Power Time.” During this time, the spe-

cial areas teachers (math interventionist, special 

education, literacy coordinator, etc.) go into 

classrooms to teach a variety of lessons while 

the classroom teachers have the opportunity to 

meet with the schools administrators. “Power 

Time” is offered to provide engaging lessons focused on the strengths and weaknesses of the campus.  These les-

sons have ranged from writing stories to playing tournaments with math facts. The ACC students provide the school 

with extra hands that are ready to help engage students in the lessons 

or simply help wherever is needed to make the program a success.  

Longfellow Elementary partners with ACC Students Volunteers during 
“Power Time” to Help Students Excel  

Pictured: ACC students helping students with  

a multiplication game during Power Time 
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E.C. Mason Elementary and Stevenson Primary students received a 

huge surprise on Friday, January 8, as both schools kicked off the One 

School, One Book program. 

Each school hosted an assembly which unveiled, “The Mouse and the 

Motorcycle” as the book that the schools will read during January. 

E.C. Mason introduced the One School, One Book program to the Dis-

trict last year and this year Stevenson Primary joined in on the fun. 

“I was excited to join in with E.C. Mason for One School, One Book 

because we have been focusing on our early literacy. This was a way 

that we could all participate to show the students how much we all 

love to read! All of our staff and students continue to amaze me as 

lifelong learners,” said Stevenson Primary’s  Principal, Julie Weiss. 

“I would like to thank Alvin Whataburger who helped us raise $1500 

by teachers competing in a Whataburger challenge and our friends 

with First United Church who donated over $1,000 to help with the 

cost of the books,” added Weiss. 

Another major donor was the Alvin ISD Education Foundation, 

who gave E.C. Mason an innovative teaching grant so that every 

family in the school received a copy of the book. Teachers and 

support staff, including bus drivers, custodians, and cafeteria 

workers also received a copy of the book. 

“The Foundation is excited to fund innovative ideas that make 

learning fun,” said Sheila Olson, Executive Director of the Alvin 

ISD Education Foundation. 

“Reading aloud at home is valuable because it better prepares 

children to be effective readers and this is a fun, worthwhile fami-

ly activity,” said Renae Rives, Principal at E.C. Mason Elemen-

tary. “With the One School, One Book program, we aim to build a 

community of readers at our school. Students, parents, teachers, 

administrators and support staff have all been participating, and 

everyone is reaping the many benefits,” she added. 

The reading initiative concluded on January 28 with both schools 

hosting a closing ceremony to celebrate the fact that the entire 

school and community completed the book together.  

Two Alvin ISD Schools Participate in One 
School, One Book 

A program funded by the Alvin ISD Education Foundation 

 

Top Left: Stevenson Primary principal, Julie Weiss, during the kick-off of 
the program 

Bottom Right: EC Mason principal, Rene Rives, as the Mouse and the Mo-
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Last year, Savannah Lakes Elementary received a Campus Grant from the Alvin ISD Education Foundation to fund 

an innovative reading program called “Reading under the Stars.”  

With the $1,000 Cam-

pus Grant and $150 

donated by the school’s 

PTO, Savannah Lakes 

Elementary was able to 

start implementing the 

reading program in the 

fall of 2015. The pur-

pose of the “Reading 

under the Stars” pro-

gram, is to reignite stu-

dent’s enjoyment and 

love for reading.  

“We want to motivate 

students to read for fun 

during independent 

reading time in class, 

buddy reading across 

grade levels, and read-

ing with families dur-

ing family reading night throughout the school year,” said the school principal, Elizabeth Sassin.  

To kick off the “Reading under the Stars” program, the Discovery Dome from the Houston Museum of Science was 

brought to the school and every class, pre-k through 5th grade, rotated through a “Starry Night” presentation. Follow-

ing the Discovery Dome experience, students returned to their classroom or to their buddy reading class to read for at 

least one hour of independent reading.  

To keep the sparks of the innovative reading program, the school has implemented monthly activities such as having a  

“Reading under the Stars in a Canopy,” a Book Character Parade, a Polar Express family reading and movie night, 

and inviting Alvin ISD administrators to 

read to the Pre-K and Kindergarten class-

rooms during their “Warm in Winter” read-

ing celebration.  

The students are looking forward to more 

reading activities such as a “Reading under 

the Stars” picnic, bring a beach towel to 

“Read under the Stars” day, and “Reading 

under the Stars” with my favorite stuffed 

animal day.  

 

 

SAVANNAH LAKES ELEMENTARY REIGNITES 

STUDENT’S ENJOYMENT AND LOVE FOR READING 

A program funded by the Alvin ISD Education Foundation 

8th grader Jaycie Wilkerson getting the garden started 

Top picture: Students enjoying the visit of the 
Discovery Dome 
Bottom Picture: Alvin ISD Human Resources 
Coordinator, Syreeta Presley,  reading to a Kin-
dergarten class during their “Warm on Winter” 
celebration. 
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THELMA LEY ANDERSON 

FAMILY YMCA  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 13, 10am-12pm  

$5 professional photos with Santa 
 

 

Supporting Alvin Gifted Education (SAGE) is a group of 

parents using their collective experience in raising gifted chil-

dren which can be united in advocacy or simply for mutual 

support.  A parent support group will help to ensure that 

your children's unique needs are being met in their homes, 

classrooms, and communities. 

 

For more information about SAGE, please contact  Jamie Headley at sageofficers@gmail.com 

 Harby Junior High Celebrates 3rd Annual Parent Swap Day 

On February 26, Harby Junior High parents were invited to join their 

children and the school staff during the school 3rd annual “Swap 

Day.”  Hundreds of HJH parents were given the opportunity to take a 

close look into their children’s school day. From attending their daily 

classes and completing their class work to enjoying  Art and PE clas-

ses , parents traded places with their children during the day.  

“We have swap days because our students want their parents to un-

derstand how it feels for them to be at school  and so that they can 

understand how much education has changed ,” said HJH teacher. 

Mrs. Gonzalez.  

Some of the parents who were former Harby Junior High students 

were surprised to see how much the classes have changed since they attended middle school.  

"It's fun to go back to school, and see how much the classes have changed . The classes 

are  definitely more interactive,”  commented Harby Junior High parent, Ms. Wright.  

"I think it's good that my mom came because I want her to understand what I go 

through at school. I want to be able to do this again so I can have my dad come next 

time,"  commented  HJH student, Brandon Balderaz.  

 

Parent, Rick Wheeler trading places with her 6th 

grade daughter, Michelle Sauceda.  

Parents enjoyed all the classes, especially the Art classes.  

mailto:sageofficers@gmail.com
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In an effort to promote parent and community involvement in Alvin ISD, the 

Federal and Special Programs Department, along with the Communications 

Department, and the Physical Education teachers from every Alvin ISD elemen-

tary campus joined efforts to plan the district’s 9th Annual Health and Wellness 

Fair.  

Earlier this year,  a crowd of more than 900 hundred students, parents, and staff 

stopped by Manvel Junior High to visit more than 40 different community health 

and wellness booths. The health providers offered various health screenings at 

no cost to the attendees. Blood pressure, lung tests, vascular sonography, dental 

health, immunization vouchers, nutritional information as well as weight 

and  body mass measurements, were just a few of the services provided to the 

students and community members during the fair. In addition, attendees were 

entertained with student performances lead by the physical education teachers 

from eight different elementary schools.   

“As school district we are very happy for the overwhelming participation we had 

from parents and community organizations. We are committed to continue offering these kinds of opportunities that allow our stakeholders to get 

involved in the education of our students,” said Ana Pasarella, Alvin ISD family engagement coordinator.     

Among some of the organizations that participated in the Health Fair this year, we had the Memorial Hermann Hospital, the MD Anderson Cancer 

Center, Community Health Choice, Anytime Fitness Center, Alvin Parks and Recreation, Thelma Ley Anderson YMCA, and the Alvin Communi-

ty College DCVS program. Alvin ISD is grateful to have these and many other health organizations willing to help us educate our community 

about healthy living habits.  

Alvin ISD partners with community organizations to educate parents 

and students about Health and Wellness 

Sample of the food sent home every weekend 

The Alvin ISD Career and Technical Education Center (CTE) recently held its second Annual 

Career Extravaganza at Manvel High School for grades K-12. The goal of the Career Extravaganza 

was to expose students to various professions, and to the various employment opportunities availa-

ble to them. More than 500 people including parents, students, teachers, and vendors were in at-

tendance.  

The Career Extravaganza volunteer presenters encompassed a wide range of professional experi-

ence in fields such as the arts, health sciences, legal 

arena, engineering, education and entrepreneurship. 

Each organization had a booth at the Career Extrava-

ganza and shared with attendees information about 

their careers, including information on their educa-

tional background and any special training and skills they would need for their particular area of 

interest. Students and families had the opportunity to visit over 50 different booths to learn about 

career opportunities in organizations such as INEOS, Zachry Group, TEAM Industrial, Houston TV 

KHOU Channel 11, as well as in many other organizations that were represented at the event. In 

addition, attendees had the opportunity to listen about the many educational options available to 

them through the different programs offered at the Alvin ISD CTE center, as well as at the Alvin 

Community College  

Community partners collaborate with Alvin ISD CTE to bring                                         

college and career awareness to students  
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